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God and Creation: The Abundance of God’s Goodness

Closing Liturgy
Note: Italicized portions are to be said by all people.

Opening Book of Common Prayer, pg 355 “Collect for Purity”
Presider: God be with you,

Response: And also with you.

Presider: Let us pray.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Response Book of Common Prayer, pg 837, “A Litany of Thanksgiving”
Let us give thanks to God for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us.

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea,

We thank you, Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ,
We thank you, Lord.

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,

We thank you, Lord.

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,

We thank you, Lord.

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,

We thank you, Lord.

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you, Lord.

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty and justice,

We thank you, Lord.

For the communion of saints, in all times and all places,

We thank you, Lord.

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ
Jesus our Lord;

To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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Scripture I Samuel 3:1-10 New Revised Standard Version
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD
was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had
begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the
ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!”
and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie
down again.” So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got
up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call,
my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the
LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time.
And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli
perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.””
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood there,
calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is

listening.”

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen

Hymn Now Thank We All Our God (Hymnal 396 or 397)

Blessing

Rt. Rev. John Shelby Spong

Holy God, Send us anywhere you would have us go, only go there with us.

Place upon us any burden you desire, only stand by us to sustain us.

Break any tie that binds us, except the tie that binds us to you.

And the blessing of God Almighty be with us all this day and forevermore. Amen.
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